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Velo De Animas (VdA) Non-Motorized East Glade Proposal

Reasons for East Glade separation

1) Public Safety

a) Over the years the number of incidents of physical, and verbal confrontations between motorized and non-motorized users within the Glade have been rising steadily. Some examples are head-on collisions, rock throwing, and illegal racing of motored vehicles without permit. This is due primarily to the increase in user population. There has been an increase of all user groups; motorized, and non-motorized. Many of whom live right next to the Glade Recreation Area boundary.
b) There are too many blind turns on the Glade trails for motorized and non-motorized users to be on the trails at the same time. 

c) There are more family groups on the East trails, thereby needing more protection from harm.

d) The potential for a non-motorized user to get seriously hurt or killed by a OHV is very high in the Glade.

2) Trail, Environmental Damage

a) The increase of ATV and motorcycle presence in the Glade has lead to serious single track trail damage. A large percentage of ATV riders illegally go cross-country and trespass on singletrack trails. ATV and Side-by-Side vehicles that drive on singletrack widen the trail, and very quickly turn a singletrack trail to a sandy jeep road. This leads to more trespass, due to other OHV riders thinking that these widened trails are legal.  Mountain bike riders suffer for this, due to sandier unridable trails, and a less enjoyable experience overall. Efforts to put up signs indicating proper use of trails, and fencing, have failed to keep ATVs from trespassing.
b) The West Glade singletrack trails are now essentially sandy jeep roads, due to constant trespass by OHV riders. Efforts to fence off and sign to trails have failed to keep OHVs off the trails. The VdA does not want this same result on the East Glade trials. This is one reason why we are focusing our conservation efforts on the east side of the Glade.

c) Sections of NM state land within the East Glade boundary have been decimated by motorized users way beyond the lease agreement contract. The NM State Land Office is looking for a way to let the land within these sections recover.
d) Clearly marked Archeological and Cultural Sites on the East Side have been routinely trespassed by motorcycles and ATVs.

3) Economics

a) There are 3 bicycle shops in San Juan County. At least once a year, these businesses have “demo days” where they exhibit new bicycle models on local trails. The local Glade trails have always been the premier trails to use for these events. Pristine, enjoyable trails are important for these businesses to be successful. 

b) The more enjoyable, safe, and abundant our local off-road singletrack trails are, the more mountain biking will grow in San Juan County. More mountain bike riders leads to more sales at local bicycle retailers.

c) There are many towns surrounding the Glade Trail area, and a lot of riders come in from places like Durango, Cortez, Aztec, Moab, and Pagosa Springs. This is especially true in the Fall and Spring, when higher elevation trails north of Farmington are still muddy, or snowed in. The Glade Trails are typically ridable 10 months of the year.

d) The Glade Trails bring in tourism money by hosting two competitive events, the Road Apple Rally, and the XTERRA off-road triathlon. Competitors from all over the country attend these events.

  4) Smaller Enforcement Area

a) The VdA Trail Crew believes that a small non-motorized area will be easier to regulate, and enforce rules. The existing system of shared multi-use trails over a large open area is extremely hard control with one BLM field marshal. 

b)  Many OHV riders in the Glade claim they “didn’t know” what trails are on or off limits when caught trespassing. The VdA feels that closing the East Glade to all motorized users, will keep the rules simple enough that this excuse is no longer valid. 
  5)  “Something for Everyone”

a) The VdA feels that it is feasible and logical that the motorized groups be separated from the non-motorized users. This will guarantee an enjoyable experience for all the users of the Glade Recreation area. This plan should substantially lower all the conflicts now prevalent in the Glade.

b) Local off-road motorized users have thousands of acres of BLM land that is accessible from the Farmington city limits. Mountain Bike riders require hard pack singletrack trails in order to ride with enjoyment. There is only one area that is close to Farmington with off-road bicycle-friendly trails. This area is the East Glade Trails.

c) The BLM has worked with ATV and Motorcycle groups to give them areas for recreation (IE: The Dunes); now the VdA would like the BLM to provide a protected area for bicyclists, and other non-motorized users.

  6) Other User Groups
a)  It has been stated by equestrian riders that the Glade Recreation Area has been essentially off-limits to horse riding for many years now. Horseback riders do not see the Glade as a safe and pleasing place to ride any more. This is due to the rise in noisy and discourteous motorized vehicles that have made it hard to control a horse, and have an enjoyable ride. The VdA plans to work with local equestrian clubs to designate horse trails that will not have mountain bike traffic.  
b) Hikers generally like peace and quiet on their trails. Noisy and dusty trails do not make hiking in the Glade an enjoyable experience. The VdA plans to consider trails designated for foot travel only.

c) The Sherriff’s Posse horse group rides from there location on East Main out into the East Glade area. Protection from Motorized users will allow them a better experience.

