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June 11, 2009

RE: Glade Trails update and call for community support

  The Velo De Animas (VdA) bicycle advocacy club has been working with the BLM Farmington area office, and the NM State land office, to come up with a plan to mitigate conflicts between motorized and non-motorized users of the Glade Trail System. Recent ATV/Motorcycle conflicts on the trails have threatened mountain bikers and hikers with their personal safety. Verbal and physical confrontations are reported more frequently every year. Representatives of the VdA have come to the conclusion that a non-motorized area of the Glade Recreation Area can be the only viable answer to the climactic situation that the users of the Glade Trails find themselves in at this time. The VdA trails group is looking to preserve what is left of the existing singletrack trails, and build new trails in the non-motorized area. With proper signage and boundaries, motorized users of the Glade will have a better understanding of their access areas. The VdA trail group will not continue to make improvements, or build new trails until we have some assurance that these efforts will not be decimated by motorized off-road vehicles.

  There has been an explosion of different user groups in the Glade Recreation Area over the past ten years. These include energy service vehicles, rock crawlers, jeeps, ATV side-by-sides, Sport ATVs, motorcyclists, equestrians, mountain bikers, cross-country runners, and hikers. The VdA has asked the BLM and NM State Land office to help us improve the situation for hikers, runners, and mountain bikers. The Glade Trail system, with it’s proximity to the city limits, is an asset to locals who like to hike and mountain bike on local trails. In fact, the Glade Trail system on the east side (top of Foothills Dr trailhead), is the only singletrack trail system in existence within a ten mile radius of the city center.        

  The Glade Trails are an economic asset to the city of Farmington. The trails are used by the Road Apple Rally mountain bike race every October (Oldest mountain bike race in the country!), and for the past two years, we have an EXTERRA triathlon event that uses the trails. These events inject tourism money into our local economy. In addition, the single track bike trails bring recreationists to the Glade and Farmington from many destinations. Local bike shops use the trails to demonstrate new bicycles, therefore promoting local business. Homes that are adjacent to the trails (especially if it were a quiet, non-motorized open space) see an increase in property value.

  The VdA is committed to preserving and improving the outdoor experience for ALL non-motorized users of the Glade Trail System. We have a membership of volunteers, and resources to be good stewards of a non-motorized trail system. We intend to work with the BLM to insure that we retain our single track mountain bike opportunities.  Retention of non-motorized recreation areas in the Glade is essential to the community. 
  The VdA strongly encourages the local community to write a signed letter to the BLM Farmington Area Manager in support of the Club’s efforts, and state what they have to offer in support (volunteer service, materials, funding, etc). Personal stories of conflicts are welcome, but we ask you keep the premise of your letter to a friendly, pro-active tone.

Your Farmington Area Manager is:

Steve Henke

1235 La Plata Highway, Suite A
Farmington, NM  87401-8731

(505) 599-8900
(505) 599-8998 FAX

Your NM State BLM Director is:

Linda Rundell, 

P.O. Box 27115
Santa Fe, NM  87502-0115

(505) 438-7501
I personally thank you for your support. As a mountain bike enthusiast, I care greatly for the Glade trails, and it would be a shame to see them all turn into two track roads (many “trails” are now 20 foot wide!) in the near future! Call me if you have questions, or would like any help.

Keith Ashmore

President, Velo De Animas
Farmington, NM

www.velodeanimas.com
(505) 860-5524

